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March 16, 2016 
  

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library 
 

Present:   Mike Meyer, President 
Carol Wang, Vice President 
Beverly Thompson 
Mike Kennedy 
Anna Hernandez-Valencia 

 

Absent:  Caitlin Davis, Secretary 
Kyle Hutchings 
Lenora Isom 
Adrian Suarez-Delgado 

 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library was held on 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at the South Omaha Library, 2808 ‘Q’ Street, Omaha, 
Nebraska. The Library certifies publication notice of the meeting in the Daily Record, 
the official newspaper of the City of Omaha, on March 9, 2016. 
 

Meyer called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. Roll was taken. 
 

Consent Agenda 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Hernandez-Valencia, to approve the item in the 
Consent Agenda. Yeas: Hernandez-Valencia, Kennedy, Thompson, Wang, Meyer. 
Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Branch Manager Report. 
Interim Assistant Director, Rachel Steiner, spoke to the trustees about South Omaha 
Library. South Omaha Library is a joint use facility with Metropolitan Community College 
(MCC). South operates many programs for the community including year round ESL 
class, pre-GED classes, citizenship classes, and Arts for All, an arts program for 
children.  It is also very proud to be a location for Prime-Time Reading, a program 
designed to help parents understand the importance of literacy and reading to their 
child.  It is also home to a seed library, and will be leasing a plot in a local community 
garden to use as an instruction tool and to help promote this collection. 
 

Meyer asked Steiner to elaborate more on South’s governance structure. Steiner 
explained that South is governed by a six member entity board. This board consists of 
three OPL representatives, Steiner, Assistant Director Maggie Tarelli-Falcon and 
Trustee Anna Hernandez-Valencia, and three representatives of MCC. There is a 
written agreement, so any changes the library of MCC would like to make has to be 
approved by the entity board to ensure each side is still filling their part of the 
agreement.  This is a unique setup, Saddlebrook Branch, a joint use facility with Omaha 
Public Schools, does not have this type of agreement.  
 

Standing Committee Reports. 

Finance and Facilities Committee. The Committee had no report.  
 

Community Engagement Committee. The Committee had no report.   
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Reports 

Friends of the Library. Hosier referred to her report. The Friends have seen increase 
in internet sales this month, many of which were overseas.  Wang asked people can 
ask for special requests. Hosier stated that the Friends know exactly what books they 
have and are happy to keep on the lookout for specific titles or authors.  Polly Goecke 
added that the Virginia Frank Writing Contest is on Sunday, April 24 at W. Dale Clark 
Library, the Trustees are invited to attend. 
 

Omaha Public Library Foundation. Townley referred to her report. Invitations to Novel 
Affaire have been mailed; they are receiving good media coverage about the event. 
The foundation is at 32% of its fundraising goal for the year.     

 

Library Director Report. Marlane referred to her report.  Connect Omaha, a proposed 
partnership between OPL and OPS, is seeing interest from many area superintendents 
and library directors. Marlane is working on a proposed budget for centralizing collection 
processing between systems as well as expanded delivery services that this would 
require. 
 

The library has also applied for Capital Improvement Plan funds from the City for RFID 
tags for the entire collection; the Mayor had encouraged her to apply. The total cost of 
RFID should be around $900,000, but will streamline many processes. 
 
All newly purchased credit card machines have been returned for a full refund. Marlane 
has spoken with City Finance about using Square for credit card payments; this 
triggered a larger discussion about standardizing credit card payments between all 
departments.  Marlane hopes the library can beta-test their solution.  
 

A price quote has been received form Himmel and Wilson in the range of $45,000-
$50,000, to update the Facilities Master Plan.  Marlane would like to form a 
subcommittee of trustees to discuss with them what parts of the plan need to be 
updated. Meyer suggested one representative from each committee should be included 
in this group.  
 

Marlane has also been approached by a local artist about having rotating sculpture 
gardens at some of the libraries. These artworks would rotate every six months, the 
public arts commission is in favor of this project. More information will follow. 
 

Marlane has also been appointed to the Nebraska Library Commission’s state advisory 
board.  
 

Thompson congratulated Laura on her appointment. Thompson feels that the Connect 
Omaha project is a great opportunity for the library, and the public schools. She 
expressed concerns that not all libraries are meeting the needs of their community. She 
feels Omaha Public Schools has done a lot of improvement and some library managers 
and staff can benefit from further customer services workshops and training. Thompson 
has heard about some negative interactions with library employees and would like this 
addressed.  Kennedy stated that if any trustee hears of issues from the public, they 
should encourage them email Laura about the situation, as she is responsible for the 
management of the library. Kennedy has experienced this on the Millard Public School 
board. Meyer added that if an issue does arise the Trustees should discuss, it can be 
discussed privately in an executive session on personnel issues.  
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President’s Report.  Meyer was pleased that the trustees have chosen to move 
forward with hiring a third party to update the facilities master plan. He also stated that 
LB969 is dead for the year, but it might come up again in the future.  
 

Branch and Main Library Liaison Reports. None   
 

Public Input, Comments and Questions. None 
 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Hernandez-Valencia, to adjourn the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library at 4:35 p.m. Yeas: Hernandez-Valencia, 
Kennedy, Thompson, Wang, Meyer. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
  
 

______________________________________ 
      Kyle Porter, Recording Secretary 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Caitlin Davis, Secretary  


