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May 18, 2016 
  

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library 
 

Present:   Mike Meyer, President 
Carol Wang, Vice President 
Caitlin Davis, Secretary 
Mike Kennedy 
Lenora Isom 
Adrian Suarez-Delgado 

 

Absent:  Anna Hernandez-Valencia 
Beverly Thompson 

 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library was held on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2016 at Millard Branch Library, 13214 Westwood Ln., Omaha, 
Nebraska. The Library certifies publication notice of the meeting in the Daily Record, 
the official newspaper of the City of Omaha, on May 11, 2016. 
 

Meyer called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Roll was taken. 
 

Consent Agenda 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Davis, to approve the item in the Consent Agenda. 
Yeas: Davis, Isom, Kennedy, Wang, Meyer. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Resolution 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Isom, to approve the resolution to close 
Saddlebrook Branch Library on May 27 & 28 to accommodate Omaha Public School’s 
gym floor resurfacing project. Yeas: Davis, Isom, Kennedy, Wang, Meyer. Nays: None. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 

Branch Manager Report. 
Millard Branch Manager, Lois Imig, welcomed the trustees to the library. Millard Library 
was first established in 1951 by the Women’s Extension Club of Millard; it was annexed 
into Omaha in 1971 and moved to its current location in 1981.  In 1998 the branch was 
renovated and tripled in size. Today Millard provides 25% of all circulation for the library 
system. The branch is very busy and hosts 10-15 programs a week.  The branch has 
seen difficulty engaging the teen community, so they have created a Teen Advisory 
Board (TAB). Lois introduced TAB president Sarah Ulsher who was recognized at the 
Nebraska Library Association’s Annual Advocacy Day for her outstanding volunteer 
service to the library.  
 

Ulsher addressed the board. She will be graduating from high school this year and has 
been reflecting on her time with TAB. Ulsher moved to Omaha in sixth grade, not 
knowing anyone, and got involved in that year’s Summer Reading Program. These 
were some of the first friends she had made. Over 20 teens participate in TAB, not only 
improving the library relations with teens, but helping them build their speaking skills, 
people skills, and sense of community. TAB member also learn to think on their feet 
when things go wrong.  She knows that once she graduates TAB will only grow bigger 
and better in the future.  
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Nomination of New Officers. Meyer presented a list of nominated officers for 2016-
2017. These are Carol Wang, President, Lenora Isom, Vice President, and Caitlin 
Davis, Secretary. A vote will be taken on these officers at the June meeting.  
 

Standing Committee Reports. 

Finance and Facilities Committee. Isom reported that the Committee has begun a 
tour of problem facilities, starting with W. Clarke Swanson Branch. She feels it is good 
to see and understand the library from behind the senses, the workrooms, equipment 
rooms, HVAC and, in the case of Swanson, the space occupied by the Friends. She 
thanked branch manager Casey Kralik for her tour and thinks it can work as a great 
template for other location tours. 
 

Community Engagement Committee. Wang reported that the Committee has started 
to meet with potential funders for the Facility Master Plan; she met with Heritage 
Services today.  
 

Reports 

Friends of the Library. Friends member Polly Goecke addressed the board. The 
Friends hosted the Virginia Frank Writing Contest on Saturday April 24. This year there 
were over 200 story entries, 80 attended the event, including Mayor Stothert. Both the 
Mayor and Marlane gave great talks to the group. The top winners received cash prizes 
with a matching gift going to their school's library.  
 

Omaha Public Library Foundation. Townley referred to her report. Townley and 
Marlane have been meeting with donors. Omaha Gives is next Wednesday, both the 
Friends and Foundation are participating. This is a daylong event, though the Omaha 
Community Foundation keeps the website up year round for donations. 
 

The 1877 Society members will be volunteering their time to help register people for 
Summer Reading Program at the kick off parties on June 3 and 4.  They will also be 
doing a writing contest, the top winners will get a cash prize and their work will be 
added to the library’s collection. This is the second year for this contest, last year they 
received 40 submissions.  

 

Library Director Report. Marlane referred to her report. She has started the budgeting 
process for 2017. She has already met with the Mayor in regards to some equipment 
upgrades that are desperately needed.  Some web traffic is still on cable modems, to 
connect all branches to the fiber that is already laid in the street will cost over $200,000. 
The Mayor agreed to pay for this, not as a budget increase, but out of Capital 
Improvement funds. This change will address the largest issues facing library 
technology at the moment.  
 

New computers have begun to be installed at all branches. These will include Windows 
10 and Deepfreeze. Patrons will see a big difference with this upgrade as they will be 
able to do everything at the library they could do at home. This will also free up staff 
time as there should be less computer issues to deal with.  
 

Marlane has also met with Network Nebraska Education to potentially provide internet 
service. They offer broadband internet at very low prices to school and academic 
libraries, and are expanding to public libraries. As it is a statewide program they have 
far more leverage then we have to get the best prices. 
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Isom thanked Marlane for all her hard work. She is excited to see the improvements in 
technology and the high level of transparency she is providing.  
 

Presidents Report. Meyer stated that due to scheduling conflicts he might not be able 
to attend next month’s meeting. He thanked library staff and trustees for their hard 
work, especially during last year’s transition. There are five or six library issues he plans 
to continue working on after his term ends in June, and will always advocate for the 
library.  
 

Public Input, Comments and Questions. None 
 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Wang, to go into executive session to discuss 
security at 5:21 p.m. Yeas: Davis, Isom, Kennedy, Suarez-Delgado Wang, Meyer. 
Nays: None. Motion carried 6-0. 
  

MOTION by Isom, seconded by Davis, to come out of executive session at 5:30 p.m. 
Yeas: Davis, Isom, Kennedy, Suarez-Delgado Wang, Meyer. Nays: None. Motion 
carried 6-0. 
 

MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Wang, to adjourn the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of Omaha Public Library at 5:31 p.m. Yeas: Davis, Isom, Kennedy, Suarez-
Delgado Wang, Meyer. Nays: None. Motion carried 6-0. 
 

______________________________________ 
      Kyle Porter, Recording Secretary 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Caitlin Davis, Secretary  


