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June 15, 2016 
  

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library 
 

Present:   Carol Wang, Vice President 
Caitlin Davis, Secretary 
Mike Kennedy 
Adrian Suarez-Delgado 
Beverly Thompson 

 
Absent:  Mike Meyer, President 

Anna Hernandez-Valencia 
Lenora Isom 

 
The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library was held on 
Wednesday, June 15, 2016 at Saddlebrook Branch Library, 14850 Laurel Ave., Omaha, 
Nebraska. The Library certifies publication notice of the meeting in the Daily Record, 
the official newspaper of the City of Omaha, on June 8, 2016. 
 
Wang called the meeting to order at 5:24 p.m. Roll was taken. 
 
Consent Agenda 
MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Thompson, to approve the item in the Consent 
Agenda. Yeas: Davis, Kennedy, Suarez-Delgado, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. 
Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Resolution 
MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Suarez-Delgado, to approve the resolution to 
approve the slate of officers for next year. Yeas: Davis, Kennedy, Suarez-Delgado, 
Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
Branch Manager Report. 
Saddlebrook Branch Manager, Lori Brezina, welcomed the trustees to the library. She 
reported that Saddlebrook Branch opened in 2009 as a joint use facility with Omaha 
Public Schools and Omaha Parks and Recreation. The library averages 40 programs a 
month with 54 a month during the summer, just today over 400 individuals attended a 
Summer Reading Program with Wildlife Encounters.   
 
Thompson asked about Saddlebrook opening at 8:00am and then being closed on 
Sundays and Mondays, wondering if opening later and being open six days a week 
would be better for the branch. Brezina stated that opening at 8:00am works best for 
Saddlebrook because this allows parents to visit the library while dropping off their 
children for school or activities at the community center, saving them from making a 
second visit.  
 
Standing Committee Reports. 
Finance and Facilities Committee. Suarez-Delgado reported they have toured W. 
Clarke Swanson Branch and are scheduled to tour W. Dale Clark Library. These visits 
will help with the updates of the facilities master plan.  
 
Community Engagement Committee. The committee had no report. Wang stated that 
once the board is back to full strength they can have a discussion about the 
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committees, including possibly braking Finance and Facilities into two separate 
committees. 
 
Reports 
Friends of the Library. No report. 
 
Omaha Public Library Foundation. Townley referred to her report. Over $8.9 million 
was donated during Omaha Gives. The Foundation received $2,000 from last year with 
many new donors added to their roster.  
 
The 1877 Society will be doing their fundraiser again in October at Aksarben Cinema, 
and their writing contest in which the winners will be announced at LitFest, also in 
October.  

 
Library Director Report. No Report 
 
Presidents Report. Wang thanked Meyer and Hernendez-Valencia for their service on 
the Board. She also welcomed Ervin Portis who will join the board on July 1. There are 
still two open trustee positions.   
 
Public Input, Comments and Questions. Kay Bashus addressed the board. Bashus 
understands the restrictions the library has when it comes to the budget and number of 
hours they can be open, but she would like to see more standardized hours across the 
system. She would like to see the board work toward having all branches open at least 
six days a week, and all opening at the same time every day.  
 
Thompson asked Bashus if she feels it is more important to have standardized hours, 
rather than opening the times that work best for the community as Saddlebrook does.  
Bashus responded that she appreciates that branches adjust their time to meet the 
needs of the community. She feels the board needs to advocate for more money from 
the City in order to be able to expand their hours. She knows this won’t happen right 
away, but should be something the board works with the City for the future.   
 
MOTION by Kennedy, seconded by Suarez-Delgado, to adjourn the meeting of the 
Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library at 5:55 p.m. Yeas: Davis, Kennedy, Suarez-
Delgado, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
      Kyle Porter, Recording Secretary 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Caitlin Davis, Secretary  
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