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August 17, 2016 
  

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library 
 

Present:   Carol Wang, President 
Lenora Isom, Vice President 
Caitlin Davis, Secretary 
Beverly Thompson 
Adrian Suarez-Delgado 
Jesse Sullivan 

 

Absent:  Mike Kennedy 
Ervin Portis 

 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library was held on 
Wednesday, August 17, 2016 at Charles B. Washington Branch Library, 2868 Ames 
Ave., Omaha, Nebraska. The Library certifies publication notice of the meeting in the 
Daily Record, the official newspaper of the City of Omaha, on August 10, 2016. 
 

Wang called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. Roll was taken. 
 

Consent Agenda 

MOTION by Sullivan, seconded by Davis, to approve the item in the Consent Agenda. 
Yeas: Davis, Isom, Sullivan, Wang. Nays: None. Abstain: Thompson. Motion failed 4-0. 
 

Resolution 

MOTION by Isom, seconded by Davis, to approve the 2017 Holiday Closings. Yeas: 
Davis, Isom, Suarez-Delgado, Sullivan, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 
6-0. 
 

Branch Manager Report. 
Washington Branch Manager, Joanne Ferguson Cavanaugh, welcomed the trustees to 
the library. In 1921 the residents of North Omaha got their first library in a church at 25th 
and Ames, it was known as the North Omaha Branch Library. The church served as the 
library until 1938 when a new building was built at 29th and Ames. In 1972 a newer 
building was built at the current location.  In 1986 civil rights activist and community 
leader Charles B. Washington passed away. Mr. Washington could often be seen at 
City Hall, worked part-time as a journalist for the Omaha Star, and mentored several 
youth groups in the community, including one known as Charley’s Angels. At his funeral 
Mayor Mike Boyle announced that the North Omaha Library would be renamed in honor 
of Mr. Washington. In 2005 Charles B. Washington Branch Library underwent a major 
renovation including an expansion of over 5,000 square feet.  
 

Many of Washington Branch’s patrons don’t use the library for traditional library 
services.  Many use it for Wi-Fi connection, printing, copying and faxing. It is most 
widely used for job search help. Washington Branch staff takes the time to walk 
individuals through the online skills they need to access and apply for jobs.  
 

Washington Branch has many special programs and events throughout the year, 
including a Kwanzaa event with food and entertainment in late December, a Juneteenth 
flag raising ceremony followed by a family fun fair put on by the NAACP and the John 
Bernardi Job Fair. John Bernardi started the job fair when he was manager of 
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Washington, from 2001 until his death in 2009. The job fair continues today named in 
his honor. 
 

Isom asked if the quilting group, who spoke to the Board last year, still meets at 
Washington Branch. Ferguson Cavanaugh stated that they do and they serve quilters 
of all ages and genders.  
 

Thompson stated that, as a human resources professional, that she appreciated the 
particular work at Washington and South Branches for evolving and working with the 
community to help put Nebraskans to work.  She knows that the staff at Marriott Hotels 
and many other companies send people to the library all the time to get the online help 
they need for their job hunt. This also goes for printing, medical and legal services. She 
appreciates all the libraries staying relevant and evolving to meet the needs of their 
community. This works is also what keeps people coming in, as Washington is always 
busy, especially with teens, where Millard is trying to recruit teens, Washington has an 
overabundance of them. 
 

Thompson quoted from the Board of Trustee minutes from May 18, 2016, that stated 
“The branch (Millard) has seen difficulty engaging the teen community, so they have 
created a Teen Advisory Board (TAB).” 
 

Reports 

Friends of the Library. Hosier referred to her report. Several of the Friends spoke at 
the City Council budget hearing last week.  The Friends have some concerns about the 
library budget. First concern is the shifting from full-time to part-time staff, second is the 
line item about Dot.comm spending. The Dot.comm item added to the budget is not an 
increase to the budget, so without that line it is essentially a flat budget. The larger 
issue is the loss of around $300,000 from Douglas County due to continued annexation.  
The library is not sustainable with a flat City budget and decreasing Douglas County 
funds. The Friends are concerned about the level of service provide by part-time 
employees compared to full-time. The Friends board asked Hosier to bring these 
concerns to the Trustees on their behalf.  
 

Marlane stated that Hosier is correct, however the library also receives over a million 
dollars in special projects money for the year but that is separate from general 
operating funds. Isom added that there will be increased efficiency after the special 
projects are completed.  Hosier agreed, and added that those projects will take over a 
year to complete. She also referred to last month’s meeting minutes and the Core 
Customer Intelligence project that stated “print and physical materials are not dead in 
Omaha,” however those line items continue to decrease in the budget.  
 

Omaha Public Library Foundation. Townley referred to her report. The Foundation 
has mailed copies of the Omaha Reads book, All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony 
Doerr to their top donors to correspond with the Omaha Reads Press Release.  
 

Tickets are on sale for ‘Animus,’ the 1877 Society’s annual book vs. film fundraiser.  
This selection is Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas by Hunter Thompson and the 1998 
movie of the same name. The event will be Thursday, October 20 at Aksarben Cinema 
and will benefit the library’s adult services programs.  
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Library Director Report. Marlane referred to her report. Marlane reported the numbers 
of the Summer Reading Program are actually higher than was reflected in her report, 
the library reached 105% of their goal for 2016.  The City’s IT coordinator is supporting 
the libraries move to Access Nebraska, so that work will begin soon. AV Sorensen 
Branch is hosting its 40th anniversary this weekend; the trustees are encouraged to 
attend. Getzschmen added that the news will be re-running a piece about the 
celebration on Friday, there are some great sound bites from patrons about their love 
and enjoyment of AV Sorensen over the years.  The event starts at 10:00am on 
Saturday.  
 

Isom asked where the NLA conference will be healed this year. Marlane stated it will be 
in Omaha at the Ramada Plaza at 72nd and Grover. Sullivan asked what library staff get 
out of the NLA Conference, Marlane stated that this is only her second opportunity to 
go, but she does know staff get a chance to network and see new technologies and see 
what other library systems are doing.       
 

Presidents Report. Wang outlined the new committee structure; Finance Committee, 
Portis, Sullivan and Suarez-Delgado; Facilities Committee, Isom, Kennedy and Davis; 
Community Engagement Committee, Wang and Thompson. The Board is still short one 
Trustee, when they are appointed they will become join the Community Engagement 
Committee. Wang would like each committee to select a chair; the three chairs will 
meet with the library director regularly. Isom requested calling the group of chairs the 
Steering Committee as has been done in the past.  
 

Library Liaison Reports. None. 
 

Public Input, Comments and Questions. None. 
 

Thompson had a great opportunity to meet Ferguson Cavanaugh at North High, she 
didn’t know she was on the board of the Great Plains Black History Museum; she 
thanked Ferguson Cavanaugh for serving on this board. Thompson stated that she got 
to meet Charles B. Washington when she was Miss. Black Nebraska, which is one of 
the reasons Washington Branch library is so important to her. He was a great civil rights 
activist and leader in the community. He would be honored by what Ferguson 
Cavanaugh and all Omaha Public Libraries are doing for our community.  

 

MOTION by Davis, seconded by Suarez-Delgado, to adjourn the meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of Omaha Public Library at 5:45p.m. Yeas: Davis, Isom, Suarez-Delgado, 
Sullivan, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 6-0. 

 
 

______________________________________ 
      Kyle Porter, Recording Secretary 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Caitlin Davis, Secretary  


