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September 21, 2016 
  

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library 
 

Present:   Carol Wang, President 
Lenora Isom, Vice President 
Beverly Thompson 
Adrian Suarez-Delgado 
Ervin Portis 

 

Absent:  Caitlin Davis, Secretary 
Mike Kennedy 
Jesse Sullivan 

 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Omaha Public Library was held on 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 at Bess Johnson Elkhorn Branch Library, 2100 
Reading Plz., Omaha, Nebraska. The Library certifies publication notice of the meeting 
in the Daily Record, the official newspaper of the City of Omaha, on September 14, 
2016. 
 

Wang called the meeting to order at 5:10 p.m. Roll was taken. 
 

Consent Agenda 
Thompson expressed her disagreement to the minutes from July 20, 2016. On page 
4519, second paragraph from the bottom, that starts “Kennedy pointed out that he lives 
out west and many people complain that they have to travel so far east to find a library. 
He also stated that the Millard Public Schools has extra land they will not be using for a 
school; Marlane has met with Dr. Sutfin, Superintendent of Millard Public Schools about 
a possible library in that area.”  Thompson does not support Marlane pursuing this line 
of discussion and did not feel she could approve the minutes because of it. Thompson 
had no issue with the minutes from the August 17, 2016 meeting. 
 

Isom stated that the City of Omaha has annexed many new areas of Douglas County, 
and the updates to the Facilities Master Plan will help the Trustees make the decisions 
on where libraries should be.  Peters interjected saying that, because this topic was not 
on the agenda the Trustees are not able to discuss it at this meeting, but it can be 
placed on the agenda for next month. 
 

Portis explained that approval of the minutes does not reflect any trustee agreeing to 
anything or supporting anything other than that the minutes accurately reflect what was 
discussed at the meeting. Thompson agreed to approve the minutes given that her 
disagreement was recorded in the minutes for this meeting and that this topic was 
placed on the agenda for next month’s meeting for discussion.   
 

MOTION by Isom, seconded by Suarez-Delgado, to approve the item in the Consent 
Agenda. Yeas: Isom, Portis, Suarez-Delgado, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion 
carried 5-0. 
 

Resolution 

MOTION by Portis, seconded by Isom, to approve the appointment of Suarez-Delgado 
and Marlane to the South Omaha Entity Board and the 2017 Holiday Closings. Yeas: 
Isom, Portis, Suarez-Delgado, Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
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Branch Manager Report. 
Bess Johnson Elkhorn Branch Manager, Sarah VanRaden, welcomed the trustees to 
the library. Elkhorn Branch was built by the City of Elkhorn in 1996; the land was 
donated by the family of Bess Johnson, a former library trustee and patron. The library 
became part of the Omaha Public Library upon the annexation of Elkhorn by Omaha in 
2007. 
 

The community of Elkhorn is growing rapidly and has many families moving in from all 
around the country; most are families with young children. Their biggest program is 
dancing story time, which draws about 70 children every week. The program mostly 
draws toddlers, as it is during the school day; however, some elementary aged home 
school students attend as well.   
 

Wang asked VanRaden what the one thing patrons ask for the most. VanRaden 
responded they most want a larger children’s area. Thompson asked about Elkhorn’s 
teen groups. VanRaden stated that they have many teens utilizing the library for books, 
homework and tutoring, but not for programming as Elkhorn Public Schools has many 
after school activities for students.   
 

Board Development 

Open Meetings Law Presentation. Michelle Peters, City Attorney, gave a presentation 
over the Nebraska Open Meetings Law. Peters clarified that the Daily Record is a 
business newspaper where library publishes notice of the trustee meetings; this is the 
same publication that City Council uses to publicize its meeting.  Although it does not 
have a wide readership, it still covers the Library’s requirements under the law.  The 
library also publicizes the meetings, including date, time location, agenda and minutes 
on their website at omahalibary.org for greater transparency.  
 

Committees 
Wang reported that the three committees were formed at last month’s meeting, these 
committees are the Finance Committee, Suarez-Delgado, Portis and Sullivan, the 
Facilities Committee, Isom, Kennedy and Davis, and the Community Engagement 
Committee, Wang and Thompson. After Trustee McCallister is appointed by City 
Council next week, she will join the Community Engagement Committee as well.  Wang 
asked the committees to meet and select a chair by next month’s meeting. Isom stated 
she would be the chair of the Facilities Committee. 
 

Reports 

Friends of the Library. Hosier referred to her report. Their annual meeting will be on 
January 14, 2017 at W. Dale Clark Library.  The Friends are looking to host an event in 
spring or summer of 2017 featuring author Alex Kava, this event might be a joint event 
with the Foundation’s 1877 Society.  Kava was supposed to be the speaker at last 
year’s annual meeting but had to cancel at the last minute.  
 

Hosier has made a contact with Goodwill Industries to recycle materials the Friends are 
not able to sell.  Their current recycling contract isn’t able to handle their volume. 
 

Omaha Public Library Foundation. Townley referred to her report. The Foundation 
has continued setting up meetings with Laura and donors; she has two more next week. 
Townley reminded the group that if they know anyone interested in the library, please 
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put them in touch with her.  This does not mean she will ask for money right away, 
building relationships is also a big part of her job.  
 

The 1877 Society’s Animus: Film vs. Book fundraiser is scheduled for October 20, at 
Aksarben Cinema.  Tickets are on sale now, for Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. There 
will be a panel discussion after the film.  

 

Library Director Report. Marlane referred to her report. Marlane reported that Network 
Nebraska is out to bid, the library will see great cost savings with this new connection; it 
is still on track to go live in July 2017. Marlane thanked Getzschmen and her website 
team for all the hard work they are putting into the new website.  
 

The security camera update has run into a snag. Updating the old security camera 
system to a modern system will require a new $15,000 server.  Because of this extra 
expense Charles B. Washington branch will not be getting new cameras in the first 
round, however, they still remain a priority.  This new server will be able to handle 
cameras from several branches once it is activated.  
 

Portis asked how long the library retains images. Marlane stated that that is being 
reviewed at the moment and will be in the new security camera policy. The library 
should be holding images for 30 days, if staff knows about an incident they are able to 
hold them longer. Portis asked if these images are exempt from Public Record law. 
Peters responded that yes, they are except. The library does not release these images 
without a warrant or subpoena. The new policy will include a section for extenuating 
circumstances where time is of the essence.  
 

Malrane visited Nashville to meet about their Limitless Library program. The team in 
Nashville was very supported in helping answer questions about the project. Nashville’s 
Mayor had stated that Limitless Library was the most important thing he had done in his 
career. Omaha’s program will go a step further than Nashville, including families, not 
just students, in the program. Marlane is working on an MOU with OPS to begin pilot 
project at Saddlebrook branch/elementary school. 
 

Wang asked about a launch date for the pilot program. Marlane stated that there are a 
lot of pieces that need to be in place first before a pilot date can be determined. Stacy 
at Omaha Public Schools has been great to work with.  
 

Presidents Report. Wang is filling out foundation applications with Townley to get the 
updates to the Facilities Master Plan funded.  
 

Library Liaison Reports. Wang stated that Sullivan attended the anniversary party at 
A. V. Sorensen Branch, it was very well attended and a great event. Isom enjoys 
coming to Bess Johnson Elkhorn Branch. She arrives early in the morning when the 
branch opens, and there are already patrons already here before her.  Isom also stated 
she is also happy to have Laura here. When she speaks to people about the library 
they can’t say enough good things about her.  
 

Public Input, Comments and Questions. None. 
 

MOTION by Isom, seconded by Suarez-Delgado, to adjourn the meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of Omaha Public Library at 6:12p.m. Yeas: Isom, Portis, Suarez-Delgado, 
Thompson, Wang. Nays: None. Motion carried 5-0. 
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______________________________________ 
      Kyle Porter, Recording Secretary 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Caitlin Davis, Secretary  


