
Omaha Public Library                                                                                                         Storytime 

A New Year!  
There ’s a new year on the way,  
On the way! On the way! 
There ’s a new year on the way,  
Let ’s celebrate the year! Give a cheer! 
 (Say,"Hooray!")  

Celebrate 
(tune:"Three Blind Mice") 
Celebrate! Celebrate! 
A brand new year, a brand new year. 
Already it's time for another year, 
We hope it's filled with lots of good cheer, 
We'll grow bigger and better this year. 
Celebrate! Celebrate 

Ring the Bells  
(tune: “Row Row Your Boat”) 
(Give each child a set of bells)  
Ring ring ring the bells  
Ring them loud and clear  
Let's tell everyone around  
That the New Year is here!!  

Books: 
Bringing in the New Year by Grace Lin 
Little by Little by Amber Stewart 
My Brave Year of Firsts by Jamie Lee Curtis 
My First Chinese New Year by Karen Katz 
A New Year’s Reunion: a Chinese Story by Yu Li-Qiong 
Squirrel’s New Year’s Resolution by Pat Miller 

Music CD:  
Rockin’ Reading Readiness by Pam Schiller 

Fingerplays, songs, rhymes: 

A New Year on Our Calendar 
(tune: “She'll Be Coming Round the Mountain”) 

There's a new year on our calendar today 
2014 
There's a new year on our calendar today 
2014 
There's a new year on our calendar, 
A year to grow and learn much more. 
There's a new year on our calendar today.  
from www.preschooleducation.com 

What’s a New Year’s Resolution? 
 
A New Year's resolution is a promise. It is a promise that 
you make to yourself to start doing something good or 
stop doing something bad on the first day of the year. 

All by Myself 
There are many things I can do 
All by myself. (point to self) 
I can comb my hair and lace my shoe 
All by myself. (pretend to comb hair and lace shoe) 
I can wash my hands and wash my face 
All by myself. (pretend to wash hands and face) 
I can put my toys and blocks in place 
All by myself. (pretend to arrange objects.)   



Toot Your Horn 
(tune:  “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”) 

Toot, toot, toot your horn, 
Toot it loud and clear. 

Toot it high and toot it low 
To welcome the new year! 

                         
(Add additional verses, such as, Bang, bang, bang your 

drum; Ring, ring, ring your bell; Clap, clap, clap your 
hands; Stomp, stomp, stomp your feet.)  

Hello New Year  
(tune: "Are You Sleeping?") 

Hello New Year 
Hello New Year 
Good bye old 
Good bye old 

Hello New Year 
Hello New Year 

We're glad you're here 
We're glad you're here. 

Mirror, Mirror 
I look in the mirror and who do I see? 

A very wonderful, special me! 
(point to self) 

With sparkling eyes all shiny and bright, 
(point to eyes) 

My smile shows my teeth, all pearly white. 
(smile and point to teeth) 

It certainly is great to be 
This very wonderful, special me! 

(hug self) 
--j 372.5 One 

--1001 Rhymes & Fingerplays 
Me 

I have 10 little fingers and 10 little toes  
   (hold up ten fingers ) 

Two little arms and one little nose  
(raise arms and then point to nose) 

One little mouth and two little ears  
(point to mouth and ears ) 

Two little eyes for smiles and tears  
(everyone smile ) 

One little head and two little feet  
(shake head and feet ) 

One little chin;  that's ME, complete!  
(hold up arms) 

This is the Way 
This is the way we clap our hands, 

Clap our hands, clap our hands. 
This is the way we clap our hands, 

So early in the morning. 
 

Additional verses: 
Tap our toes 

Touch our nose 
Stomp our feet 

--j PAR 027.62 Maddigan/ Maddigan, Beth 
--The Big Book of Stories, Songs, and Sing Alongs 

 

Cheer the Year 
Cheer, cheer, cheer the year, (raise arm up an down) 

A new one's just begun. 
We’ll celebrate with all our friends, 

Let’s go have some fun! (beckon to others) 
Clap, clap, clap our hands, (clap) 

A brand new year is here. 
We’ll laugh and learn and sing and clap 

Through another year! 
(give a cheer) 

The People on the Bus 
(tune:  “The Wheels On The Bus”) 

Oh, the people on the bus wear party hats, 
Party hats, party hats.    

(children place hands together in a point  
over their heads) 

Oh, the people on the bus wear party hats, 
All through the town. 

Oh, the people on the bus are blowing horns, 
Blowing horns, blowing horns.   

(children place fist over their mouth) 
Oh the people on the bus are blowing horns, 

All through the town. 
Oh, the people on the bus say, “Happy New Year”, 

“Happy New Year”,  “Happy New Year”. 
Oh, the people on the bus say, “Happy New Year”, 

All through the town. 

Three Ways to Grow 
For every little finger (wiggle ten fingers in the air) 

A New Year has begun. 
They’ll all be taller, stronger, kinder 

(sit up straight, show muscles, put hands over heart) 
When the year is done. 
Rhymes for Little Hands 





Try new foods 

Pick up my toys 

Help the Environment  

Help more with chores  

Smile everyday 

Visit the library more 



Take care of my pets  

Brush my teeth everyday  

Help my friends 

Help my parents in the kitchen 

Listen to a book at home 

Be creative at home and school  


