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The Beginning of Ivan  

_________________________  
         Hello, my name is Ivan. I’m a silverback gorilla, it’s not as                                                         
easy as it looks. I remember a long time ago in a large rainforest where I and my 
sisters were born. My mom was pregnant with five baby gorillas. I had four sisters. I 
loved my family, but one day I would never see them again.      

    -----------------------------------------------                      

  It was a chilly morning. Mom was out picking bananas for                                                
breakfast. She left me in charge of my sisters. A couple of minutes went by then my 
youngest sister was getting impatient with mom, so she ran off to go find her. I was told 
by mom to make sure none of my sisters ran off. So, I told my oldest sister to watch 
over the others. And I went to find my youngest sister.  

    -------------------------------------------------                                            

                     I spent hours and hours searching for my sister.                                         
I finally spotted a little gorilla about the size of my sister. Thinking it was her I crept 
closer. Finally pouncing on her so she couldn’t run off. When getting up from the body 
it turned out to be a fake gorilla, before reacting a dart flew into the depths of back.      

    ---------------------------------------------------           

     I woke up hours later, in what it seemed a wooden crate.                                             
It felt like I was on a boat the way it splashed around and the sirens and horns that 
went off. I was finally picked up by a couple men and loaded on a truck. The car ride 
was short. Then I was again, picked up by a few men and taken into an airconditioned 
building. I was then removed from the box and was sitting in a large glass enclosure.   

    ----------------------------------------------------                     

         I had to admit that the enclosure I was in was nice.                                             
The building I was in was what the humans called malls. The name of the mall was 
called the Big Top Mall. I had no idea what city or country I was in, probably America. 
I shared my new enclosure with an elephant named Stella and her baby child. The 
person who bought me was named Mack. He always dressed as a clown for some 
reason. The store I was in at the mall was called Exit 8 Arcade Gallery. And what I 
was doing in the arcade was apparently for entertainment.  

      -------------------------------------------------------          

 

  



              As much as I miss home, I liked                                                          
my new home. Stella was really nice. And I really got along good with her daughter. 
The only things I didn’t like was when kids would bang along the glass and make silly 
faces or when anyone would ask Mack about me, he would introduce me as the 
“Horrifying One and Only Ivan”. I kind of like the one and only part but I didn’t like 
being called horrifying because that couldn’t be further from the truth, for I wouldn’t 
hurt anything such as a fly. I’m sure I’ll get used to it, but for now I’m going to enjoy    
         my new home.  

 

     --------------------------------- 

            THE END 

     --------------------------------- 

                                                                                                             

                                                                                        

                                               


